Govt continues to invest in

social sectors,

says Muhith

Skills to be provided to manpower

FE Report

Finance mimster AMA Muhith saxd on
Tuesday the present govemment has con-
unued 1o mvest in social sactors hke aduca-
ton, health and skalls development. This
helped the country move forward dunng
the global financial cnisis

He also sad there will be no poverty in
the country by 2018 except for 1010 14 per
cent of population. The policy of the pres-
enl govermment 15 10 have conlidence on
people. tnving o do good for them, improve
thesr skalls and quality which automatscally
will result in change in thesr qualiy of life,
he sand adding that this poliey will be con-
tnued i the vears to come

The nmunister was speaking as the cheel

guest at the launching of tmming activity
under Skills for Employment Investment
Programme (SEIP) at the MAWTS Institute
of Technology at the city's Mirpur area,

The Fmance Division orgamised the
programme i collaboration with the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the
Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC).

Swiss Ambassador o Bangladesh
Chrstan Martin Fotsch and ADB acting

country director Oleg Tonkonjenkov were
present as special guests with Finance
Division sentor secretary Mahbub Ahmed
s the chaur.

The fmance nunister sasd when the pres-
ent government assumed power, there wasa
sersous global financial crsas and the gove
ernment mamly depended on good quahty
of the country’s Labour force and resilience
of the economy.

*Whenever there 1s g lnancial ensis, the
axe lalls on social sectors, We were advised
by experts to cut down on health and edu-
cation and emphasise on production and
agniculture m order to survive,” sad My
Muhith, adding: We did not follow the
advice and there was no cut m allocations
on human development m six budgets. [t
had usual growth like the other sectors

*We have kept on emphasisang on socal
development programmes. The country's
development polxey 18 devoted o mprov.
mg skills of its people as there lies the
strength,” he saxd.

The strength of manpower 15 only retlect-
od peoperly when sKills are given to them.
These muluply thewr productivity addimng to
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the strength of the cconomy and leading to
raduction of poverny.

Emphasising oo basic aducation, Mr Muhith
saxd it enables them o use their potensial, improve
skills and their intelligence sturts working.

The SEIP peogoct is expected %0 support pub-
lic and pnvate training peoviders 1o meet indus-
tnal skill requirements. tinance skills truineng of
026 mellion trinces with 0182 mullion job
placement, execute a vecational truner devdop-
ment programime and implement a skill assess-
ment. certlication and quality assurunce svstem.

Nine mdustnal associations and 32 public
training mstitutes under theee ministries have
been primanly sedocted o conduct tammg pro-
granunes on sax tndes, namely. ready made gar-
ment and textide, construction, mivanation il

communication technology, hight engmecr-
ng/manufactunng, leather and footwear and
shipbuilding. e

Swiss Ambassador Chnstian Maran Fotsch
seod his govemment corpgnbutes USS 10 million 1o
the SEIP complementing the funding by the ADB
1 address the multitude of in reform-
ing vocanonal skills development in Bangladesh

Switzerdand consaders five issues whike sup-
porting SEIP programme These are sodial
i Jusion, quality of truining, docent work, soc-
tor coordmation and donor hanmonzsation.

The ambassador also noted that more coor-
dmnation was required o ncrease efficiency and
effectivencss of the programme. For that, the
SEIP will csablish a Skills Development
Authonty and a Natwonaed Human Resource
Davelopment Fund
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